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.... Editorial·~_ .. 

Wasn't it great to see all those comics 
last issue? I was amazed to see the 
response not only from regular 
contributors, but from some "new blood H

, 

so to speak. It seems that generally 
there is a small group of pilots who do 
most of the stuff we see in SKYSAILOR, 
while the majority rarely bother. All 
I've got to say to those responsible for 
all the funnies is good on you and KEEP 
IT UP! 

It's a sad fact that, while we are 
opening up new sites now and then, old 
sites are also being lost. The results 
of this may see us trying to maintain 
the number of sites we have by 
constantly opening new ones. Spring 
Hill near Canberra was closed when some 
asshole took off in a modified tweety 
and killed himself, and more recently we 
suffered the loss of Lennox Head at 
Byron, which will make it harder for PR 
2's in the area. Just the other day Kev 
and I rolled up at Bungan to find the 
first stages of a house right on our 
beloved take-off and Mt. Tamborine may 
have to be temporarily closed to prevent 
D.O.A doing it. 

What we should be doing to stop the 
slaughter of our sites is firstly being 
good little vegemites and keeping out of 
the D.O.A 's hair. We must also be 
constantly on the lookout for new sites 
and the n putting in the effort to make 
then flyable. If you have a local club 
- go to it's meetings. They seem to be 
the best wa y things such as opening new 
sites can be arranged. 

I know a l ot o f yo u didn 't get De c e mber 
SKYS AIL OR , and I a lso k no w I to l d a fe w 
peopl e t hat i f they wro te i n the y would 
r ece ive on e . Sorry f olks, but we don ' t 
have any left. ' It seems t he fa ult lies 
with Australia Post, who are rumored to 
throwaway the odd bag of mail here and 
there when it's busy like around 
December. I would suggest those who 
missed out steal a friend's and/or blow 
up your local post office. 

Well, there's not much else I can think 
of to say except have fun and may your 
head remain forever in the clouds. 

Geoff 
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from the National Safety Director. 

Accident Reports. 

flell, I have a positive bonanza _ o£ 
accident repo~ts for you this month. 
Stanwell again features prominently in 
these reports, but with the amount of 
use it receives, I suppose it is hardly 
surpri sing that it has its fai r ' share 
of accidents. 

Report No.1 

Si te: 
Conditions: 
Gl ide-r: 
In juri es to 
pi 10 t : 
Damage to 
glider: 
Location of 
Acc ident : 

Sequence of 
Events: 

Stanwell Park N.S.W. 
Light E.NE , 
Moyes Mars 170 
Nil. 

Ex tensi ve 

Burning Palms Beach 
(approx. 3 miles north 
of Stanwell.) 
Pilot was soaring in 
light lift, and noticed 
what he thought was a 
Mega II crossing "Hell 
Hole", a gap in the ridge 
to the North of Stanwell. 
Expecting to make the 
crossing easily, the 
pilot headed across in 
pursuit of the other 
glider and arrived at the 

Kombi Kev makes a toucbdown 
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Anal ysi s : 

Report No.2 

Si te: 
Condi tions: 
Glider: 
Pilot 
Inj uries : 
Damage to 
glider: 
Sequence of 
events: 

other side about three 
quarters of the way up 
the ridge. Without 
enough lift to regain his 
height, the pilot elected 
to head for Burning 
Palms, rather than take 
the more conservative 
course of turning back to 
land on 'Hell Hol'e Beach. 
After trying to scratch 
back up, the pilot 
realised that he had 
insufficient height to 
clear the large boulders 
at the Southern end of 
Burning Palms Beach, and 
elected to land in the 
surf rather than amongst 
the boulders. Once in 
the water, the pilot 
unclipped his pod and 
swam ashore. The qlider 
was destroyed by the surf 
despite the efforts of a 
number of surf life 
savers to save it. The 
incident was filmed by a 
rescue helicopter. 

The obvious lesson here 
is that it is wise to 
learn when enough is 
enough when scratching in 
marginal conditions. 
Surf is never much fun to 
land in, and despite 
being a strong swimmer, 
the pilot was lucky to 
escape with the 
destruction of his glider 
as the only consequence. 
In his report, the pilot 
mentioned that he had 
become used to flying a 
GT170 and overestimated 
the glide angle of his 
Mars as a result. 

Stanwell Park NSW 
SE 12-15 
GT 170 
Nil 

Bent leading edges and 
battens 
Pilot was practicing top 
landing approaches into 
the SE top landing area. 
Came in too low and 



Anal ysi s : 

Report No.3 

Si te: 
Condi tions : 

Pilo t 
Inj uri es: 
Damage to 
glider: 
Sequence of 
events: 

attempted to compensate 
by pushing out. The 
outside wing was in 
stronger lift than the 
inside wing, causing the 
glider to turn downwind 
across the road, grazing 
the power lines before 
colliding with trees. 

The pilot feels that he 
was making an 
unnecessarily tight 
approach, and that he was 
therefore crowding 
himself into trying too 
many things at once. 

Top landing is always a 
difficult and potentially 
dangerous thing to do, 
and must therefore he 
treated with respect. 
If, as in this case, the 
approach is not right, 
there is no choice but to 
pullout while there is 
still time to go around. 
Although this may attract 
a gentle ribbing from 
your friends, this is 
infinitely preferable 
than crashing into trees, 
or the grill of a Mack 
truck. 

Stanwell Park NSW. 
Light SE with 
"bubbles" 
Nil 

some 

Slight tear on wing tip. 

Pilot was soaring the 
East Face with a number 
of other gliders. He 
attempted to complete a 
180 degree turn and 
noticed another glider 
converging on what 
appeared to be a 
collision course. The 
pilot of the other glider 
was looking behind him 
and appeared to be about 
to enter a turn. Pilot 
shouted a warning and 
altered his turn rate in 
an attempt to avoid a 
collision. This evasive 
action was not enough to 
avoid the collision and 
the gliders i mpac ted 
wing tip to wing tip. 
Both gliders landed 
without further incident. 

Analysis: 

Report No.4 

Si te: 
Conditions: 

Glider: 
Pilot 
inj uries: 

Damage to 
glider: 
Sequence of 
events: 

Mid air collisions are 
thankfully rather rare. 
But whenever you are 
flying in crowds, they 
are a constant 
possibility. It is 
therefore necessary to 
be especially vigilant in 
such situations, and 
particularly when the 
lift is light. The only 
other comment I want to 
make is that, if you are 
ever involved in such a 
collision, however slight 
the impac t, you should 
land immediately. Damage 
to the glider may not 
effect its flying 
characteristics 
immediately, but this is 
no guarantee that it will 
stay airworthy 
indefinitely. 

Buffalo 
Strong thermal lift and 
45 degree crosswind 
Bullet 
Facial 
compressed 
vertebrae. 

Total 

cuts and 
neck 

Pilot was attempting to 
launch from the new 
takeoff in a crosswind 
with strong vertical 
component. After only a 
couple of steps, the 
glider lifted off the 
ground in a severe stall 
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and slewed to the right. 
Glider impacted heavily 
on cliff edge and bounced 
along until it became 
wedged between some rocks 
in a gully. 

According to 
eyewi tnesse s, the pi 10 t 
failed to get the nose of 
the glider down far 
enough to enter the near 
vertical airflow and was 
subsequently stalled 
before he left the 
ground. It is important 
to remember when 
launching from sheer 
cliffs that the nose must 
be pointing down into the 
airflow in order to avoid 
an automatic stall. 

Well that's all I have time to write 
this month. Deadlines and work 
commitments have eaten severely into 
this article, but I promise a bumper 
issue next month, with plenty of news on 
the progress in the overhaul of the 
Rating System. 

Bye for now and please don't crash. 
Christophe. 

Chuff Seager la~ding 
at Warriewood Sydney 

1\ [f T/5) ~ TID 1\ frJ IE PO BOX 162, WAVERLEY, 
.. ru il\i ~ J.r ru \!,; NSW 2024 Tel 02 398 2902 
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EUNGELLA (NTH. 
CHAMPIONSHIPS) • 

Q.L.D. HANG GLIDING 

This year Eungella will be held from 
27th September - 4th October which is 
the last week in Q.L.D. school holidays. 

Entrance Fee is $50.00. Pilots need t o 
be PR 4 or 5 and must have radio, 
alitimeter, parachute and vario. 

We expect to have the same prize money 
as last year approximately $4,500. 

Enquiries: Lyn Nash 
Ph: (071) 834881 
Graham Ether ton 
Ph: (077) 751224 

BRYON BAY CUP 

This Easter there will be an informal 
competition at Byron Bay. The dates are 
the 17th - 20th inclusive with the 16th 
as a practise day and the 21st as an 
emergency day. Scoring will be with the 
national scoring system. There will be 
two grades (A and B) with the B being 
for P.R.3 pilots. It is hoped that the 
competition will be educational for up 
and coming pilots, as there will be 
seminar type chats from our experienced 
hang-gurus each night. The whole affair 
will be held in the traditional Byron 
Bay style. Ian Hird will be running the 
competition and you can contact him for 
more details on (066) 847328. 

GLOUCESTER FLY - IN 

There will be a fun tow-fly in at 
Gloucester air strip on Anzac weekend. 
Camping facilities are available and 
there will be a B.B.Q. 

For more information contact: 

Lee Scott - (065) 598555 or 
The Duncans - (049) 434599 

THE PUB WITH NO BEER FLY IN 
EASTER WEEKEND 

Open to hang 3 and Hang 4 
must be financial member HGFA 

This is an opportunity for Hang 3 to get 
some thermals experience at MACKSVILLE, 
NSW. 

For more information you can 
665 8335 AM only. 

ring Ron 

MT WIDGEEE OPEN HANG GLIDING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. 18th - 25th April. 
South East Q.L.D. Hang Gliding 
Championships, 18TH - 20TH. 
Pilots will need C.B. Radios, parachute, 
Altimeter, vario, P.R.3-5. This year we 
will have a computer for scoring. 
Camping at the Widgee show grounds 
approximately: $2.00 a head for the 
week. Meals will be supplied by the 
school (at good prices) breakfast, lunch 
and tea and will start on Friday the 
17th. 

Entrance Fee - $40.00 

We are running a raffle to raise money 
for this event. 
First prize: 1 12x9 cabin tent. 
Included with this is a gas stove and 
2kg gas bottle, plus a gas lantern and 
lkg gas bottle. VALUE $450.00. 
Second Prize: 1 Sony (3000) AM/FM 
Stereo cassette recorder. VALUE 
$149.00. 
Anybody wishing to buy tickets in this 
can send money and stamped addressed 
envelope to Lyn Mash, 1 Mary I s Creek 
Road, Gympie 4570. Ph: (071)-83488l. 
The prize can be sent anywhere in 
Australia and is drawn on 14/4/87. 
There is a prize for the ticket sellers, 
a National Walkman cassette player. 
Anybody wishing to sell tickets can 
contact me at the same address as above. 
Come on guys and girls buy a ticket, 
hang gliding weekends start with a tent. 

While I'm writing I would like to thank 
everybody who came to Rainbow Beach at 
Christmas time for the fun fly in and 
waited for 2 days for the wind to come 
on. The wind came on 2 days later and 
stayed that way for 9 days. I still 
have the trophies so better luck next 
year. Thanks to Rainbow Waters Caravan 
Park for putting up with us all. 

Best wishes to everyqody for 1987 and 
hope to see a few of you at Widgee. 

LYN MARSH 
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Step Towing and the Modified C.of.G Bridle. 

v./,ncJ'l 

By Forrest Park and Bruce 
Barcham Free Flight 
Sc hool • 

Bruce had previously been 
in the 1st step towing 
attempts in Australia 
sometime ago and since 
then we had both wished to 
perfect a step towing 
system. Finally, the day 
arrived when we had time 
to try it out. 

-------------------------------~«~-----
The Concept 
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The idea is to tow up a 
hang glider using a winch, 
turn around tailwind in 
prone and drag the line 
out, turn headwind again 
at a safe height and get 
hauled up again even 
higher as often as you 
like as per the diagram 
below. 

The result is a very high 
tow from a short paddock 
with a better chance of 
getting away 1st tow. 

reverse rope 

*' YlO{.~ .y{..e-. +"'-'" a."/"() 
r e' e Q f e. /1'1 e s ,.,.. ~r'k e.el X. 



The Bridle 

Naturally, we had to come 
up with a bridle which had 
its own weak link system 
which provided the full 
220-2401b breaking strain 
on the way up and 
AUTOMATICALLY gave a much 
reduced breaking strain on 
the reverse leg (70 - 100 
Ibs max.). 

Some overseas systems have 
manually operated levers 
which releases the main 
part of the bridle after 
the initial tow up and 
just leaves a rope from 
behind the base bar 
attached to the winch. As 
far as we're concerned, 
this system is 
unsatisfactory - our 
bridle had to be foolproof 
and automatic. 

The idea hit us one night 
at 2.a.m. (inspiration 
hour) • The diagram and 
explanation are shown 
below. Any good bridle 
can be converted to this 
system. 

A simple study of the 
above diagram shows the 
arc of the main bridle (b) 
link/release system. Each 
weak link has a release 
wire from the shackle on 
the bridle side of the 
link direct to the 
release. There is also 
the hand release. 

What happens is that if 
EITHER weak link breaks, 
it will automically 
release the whole 
bridle/weak link/release 
system from the towline. 
You can either flyaway or 
go back and fix your weak 
link. 

The Flights 

Well, Bruce and I drew 
straws and I got to do the 
flying with my Foil 155. 
The day was calm and 
therefore didn't allow 
efficiency in step towing, 
but I was still able to 
gain a bit on each step. 

Naturally, if there was 
some wind, a better rate 
of climb and height would 
be achieved and the 
tailwind run 
quick with 
loss. 

would be 
less height 

The bridle system worked 
perfectly. Even broke the 
reverse weak link to see 
if it felt too strong 
nope, fel t fine! 

I had 5 goes at it with up 
to 6 steps per tow and we 
soon learned a few things 
as follows: 

1. Once the line tension 
is off at the top of 
the 1st leg, go prone 
and do a quick turn 
back on to a course 
directly away from 
the winch. 

2. The winch drum must 
be as light as 
possible or capable 
of reverse gear so 
that the initial take 
up of slack on the 
reverse runs isn't 
too heavy so as to 
produce too much 
initial nose down 
tendency (especially 
on the lower steps). 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The turn back t o 
headwind must be 
quick and positive as 
the drag on the line 
tends to keep y o u 
going straight ahead. 

The winch driver 
should stop the line 
pa ying 0 ut 3.E! th G 
glider reaches 90° to 
the line of tow as he 
turns back towards 
the winch and reel in 
the slack as quick as 
possible as there is 
plenty of delay 
otherwise. 

The pilot should also 
go back to hang for 
the tow up (this 
gives greater control 
and your face is out 
of the way of the 
release just in case 
i.e. it is the safest 
practice regardless 
of bridle, leader or 
weak link quality). 

On the tailwind runs, 
the bridle was on one 
side of my speed bar 
and it made no 
difference except on 
the initial take up 
of slack which tended 

car towing at Parke~ 
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6. 

7. 

to pull the nose down 
and to one side. 
This was no problem 
if you held against 
it for a couple of 
seconds until the 
drum accelerated and 
payed out. 

The glider then flew 
straight despite the 
bridle being to one 
side of the speed 
bar. 

If you have to 
release quickly on 
the reverse run, then 
the best way to 
release is to throw 
your arm along under 
the base bar. In 
this situation it is 
quicker than looking 
for the release line 
and grabbing it. 

Throwing your arm 
under the base bar 
grabs the release 
line and operates it 
quickl y . Anyway, if 
the weak link is at 
the correct pressure 

100 Ibs maximum, 
then no trouble will 
result. 

The winch must have a 
good engine cooling 
capacity as it works 
very hard. 

Other Advanta2es 

This was I believe, the 
4th ever attempt at step 
towing in this country and 
still requires further 
research (mostly just 
adapting the winch to the 
purpose more fully). 

Our advice on step towing 
is the same as that from 
overseas : leave at least 
500 ' to turn back headwind 
and don't try step towing 
until you have had at 
least 100 tows in varying 
conditions. We also 
recommend that you first 
observe a successful 
system such as ours (the 
only one we know of 
presently operating in 
Australia.) 
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Also, we feel a safer car 
towing bridle can be made 
by directly attaching the 
reverse rope to the 
release. What this does 
is release a glider 
locking out once it movec 
past 90 0 (remember the 
glider is banked up away 
from the tow). 

Sure , this is the purpose 
of the weak link but the 
reverse rope allows an 
earlier and much gentler 
release. This makes 
recovery easier and saves 
the link for the next tow. 

Gliders towing in strong 
thermal conditions have 
been turned around 180 0 to 
the tow and have had the 
noses pulled down rather 
violently with significant 
height loss before the 
link broke. 

The results can be 
frightening if it happens 
close to the ground and, 
if up higher, a tuck is 
not impossible. Remember, 
this is referring to 
extreme thermal 
conditions. 

Another advantage for 
ordinary towing is that if 
each pilot adapts a weak 
link and automatic release 
system to their own bridle 
(see diagram below) then 
this would speed up the 
number of tows in the 
event of a break as the 
next pilot just clips on 
while the other fixes his 
link. 

© 

Also this means that each 
pilot would be responsible 
for his or her own weak 
link and could still clip 
on to a line with a weak 
link already on it knowing 
that, if it was too strong 
then your own would break, 
i.e. your own weak link 
would be a known quantity. 

Please remember that Free 
Flight is still selling 
the successful shear pin 
weak links. We can be 
contacted on: 

(02) 450 2186 
8 Laitok Road, 
Terrey Hills 2084 

Footnote: We are still 
hearing of rather unsafe 
towing operations 
occasionally and encourage 
people to revise their 
methods and seek advice. 

We are happy to give info 
if you enqui re. 

Towing does have its 
limitations as does hill 
launching - please observe 
them. 

Forrest Park 
Bruce Barcham. 



~t.~uffnht 
by Marisa Brook. 

In what sport would 
participants leave their 
family and friends; travel 
up to thousands of miles 
to be plagued by flies and 
heat; have 2 of the top 10 
finalists over 40 years 
old and all competing for 
prize money that probably 
won't even cover their 
costs well in hang 
gliding we do it all the 
ti me. 

It was a rare breed that 
ventured to Mt. Buffalo 
this year to compete in 
the 1987 Australian 
Nationals and the Swan 
Premium, World Masters 
Hang Gliding Competition. 
For the first time 15 
countries were 
represented, including 
Austria, Brazil, Canada, 
Denmark, England, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, New 
Zealand, Portugal, 
Switzerland, Sweden, USA, 
Canada and Wales. 
Australia also boasted a 
very strong contingent 
with representatives from 
each state. 

Competition was of a very 
high calibre. Represented 
was the current world 
champion, John Pendry, the 
women's open distance 
record holder, Judy Leden, 
previous world champion 
and current holder of the 
"out and return' world 
record, Steve Moyes, a 
previous U.S. Nationals 
Champion, Jim Lee and Mark 
Newland, the current U.S. 
Nationals Champion. The 
120 competitors competed 
for prize money totaling 
$10,000, kindly donated by 
Bond Brewing (Victoria) 
makers of Swan Premium 
Lager. 

Held over 14 days the 
event enjoyed relatively 
good conditions. With 
stable, clear, warm days 
flying conditions were 
good. Setting up was 
sometimes uncomfortable, 
especially for those who 
had left below '0' 
temperatures to compete. 
The heat on one occasion 
led to a pilot fainting 0 

one of the less shady take 
off sites at Myrtleford 
Hill. Other sites 
included Murmungee 
Lookout, Gundowring, Mt. 
Elliot, Mt. Mittamatite 
and of course Mt. Buffalo. 
Some of the sites were new 

for competition launches 
and need maintenance 
before and during the 
event. Thanks must go to 
Bill Moyes and his many 
helpers for their efforts. 

The European international 
pilots found conditions 
difficult. They were 
assured that we would do 
our best to eliminate the 
fl ies, dust, burrs and 
heat for next year wori'a 

championships, if they 
assured us that their take 
offs would improve. Many 
of the Europeans appeared 
to have been spoilt at 
home and found take off 
and landing conditions 
g e n era 11 y d iff i cuI t • Th i s 
led to a number of 
potentially dangerous 
incidents, that included 
an accident at Mt. 
Buffalo, a dislocated 
elbow, a few torn kites 
and some near misses. 
However superb 
performances by Gerad 
Thevenot, Detlev Ziege, 
Toni Bender and Marco 
Cirla proved that the 

Europeans could be a 
threat at the worlds next 
year. 

The masters consisted of a 
variety of tasks, 'race to 
a goal', 'open distance', 
'out and return' and 
, triangles' ! Tasks 
averaged at over 100 kms a 
day. The average wind 
speed of gliders was 25 
kms per hour. The 
competition was held in 2 
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sectl ons. The s econd part 
wa s the finals, while the 
initial section was the 
elimination rounds, that 
were held over 3 groups of 
40 pilots. There were 
some great days. 

Day 1: 
weather 
resulted 

Unfavourable 
conditions 
in a 

disappointing start. Only 
one of the three groups 
had a valid round. Len 
Hull of the UK won the 
round with Franco Garcia 
and Phil Mathewson also 
having a good start. 
Gerhard Ho ffman, the West 
German, non-competitor who 
crashed on take off when 
he stalled, was released 
from hospital with minor 
in juri es. 

Day 2: All three of the 
groups flew. Excellent 
soaring condit i ons allowed 
36 pilots to com plete the 
task. Len Hull, Rick 
Duncan and Bob Baier 
obtained first place in 
their respective groups. 

Day 3: Stable weather 
conditions presente d 

km. task t o Mt. Beauty. 
Group leaders were Len 
Hull, Ricky Duncan and Jim 
Lee. 

Day 5: The sun was still 
shining and 24 pilots made 
their groups goal. The 
successful pilots of each 
group are proving as 
consistent as the weather 
with Ricky Duncan, Jim Lee 
and Danny Scott, all 
Vic torians. 

Day 6: Stable conditions . 
Only 2 pilots made goal 
that was between 73 kms. 
and 91 kms. Ricky Duncan, 
Jim Lee and Danny Scott 
led. 

Day 7: The all important 
~ of the final I cut I. 
After day 7 the top 16 
pilots from each group go 
into the finals. 
Unfortunately strong winds 
allowed only one group to 
have a valid round. The 
top 3 pilots from each of 
the groups consisted of: 

Group Red l. Rick Duncan 
2. Detlev Ziege 
3. John Pendry 

challenging flying. Onl y 
8 pilots made the course White 
of between 55 and 10 2 kms. 

l. 
2. 

Jim Lee 
Randy Haney 

The winners of each group 
were - Steve Moyes, Rick 
Duncan and Jim Lee. Blue 

Day 4: Excellent lift 
allowed pilots to reach up 
to 8,000 feet in the 74 
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3. 

l. 
2. 
3. 

Bob Bai er. 

Danny Scott 
Len Hull 
Steve Moyes 

r-

Day 8: The field now 
consists of the final 
group of 48 pilots and a 
challenge contingent. The 
finals group fly in 
unpromising weather 
conditi o ns t o a goal at 
Mt. Beauty. John Pendry 
completes the task in the 
fastest time of 4 hours 20 
minutes • 
Results: 1st. Len Hull. 

2nd. Rick Duncan 
3rd. Danny Scott 

Day 9: Poor s oaring 
conditions resulted in 
only 5 pilots reaching the 
81 km. goal to Bright. 
Darren Arkwright o f 
England was fastest with a 
time of 4 hour s 23 
minutes. Final point 
placings were: 
1st. Randy Haney 
2nd. Rick Duncan 
3rd. Steve Moyes 

Day 10: Excellent weather 
conditions encouraged 
organisers to set a 128 km 
goal from Mt. Buffalo. 
Although noone made goal, 
18 pilots flew over 100 
kms. Je s Fl ynn and Ji m 
Lee won the day . Only 200 
points separate the top 5 
places. 

~ 



Point results: 
Is t. Ric k Duncan 
2nd. Jes Flynn 
3rd . Ji m Le e • 

Day 1 1: Final da y o f the 
c o mpetitio n was hel d in 
perfec t weather. The 
task s e t was the l o ngest 
for the championship - 1 
129 km. race to Khancoban 
N.S.W, Half the field, 23 
pilots made goal while 16 
other pilots flew over 100 
kms. The day and ultimate 
winner Ricky Duncan of 
Newcastle completed the 
course in 3 hours 58 
minutes and also took out 
the National 
Championships. 
Cirla of Italy 
challenge group. 

Marco 
won the 

Pilots final score. 

The Australian victory was 
well deserved. Consistent 
inspired flying by Ricky 
Duncan caused one American 
competitor to comment "You 
Australians know how to 
fly, even if you don't 
know how to sail ••• " 

It was not only the boys 
who did well. Hot from a 
win at the Women's World 
Cup, Judy Leden of England 
made the 'cut' into the 
finals and came mid field, 
as did Jenny Ganderton in 

the chall enge gro up . TonI 
Novd of Stanwell Park is 
the first woman to make it 
into the Australian 
national team , but had to 
withdraw injured . 

The 1987 Mt. Buffalo Swan 
Premium World Masters was 
an outstanding success and 
this was mainly nile to the 
considerable efforts of 
Craig Worth and Paul 
Mollison. Both received a 
standing ovation from 
local and international 
pilots at the prize giving 
ceremony. Pilots were 
reassured that Australia 
will be well prepared for 
the World Championships to 
be held next year. 

Thanks also must go to: 
Assis tant Scorer: Rob Van 
derKlooster. 
Retrieve ~ As sis t ant: 
Debbie Mollison, Elizabeth 
Ross as well a s all the 
pa t ien t, considerate , ki nd 
an d generous drivers, who 
gave s o selflessly o f 
t hemselves throughout the 
competi tion. 
Meteorologist: Denis 
Cummings. 
Media Liaison: Martyn 
Yeomans. 
Launch Marshals: Mark 
Barnfield, Dave Adams, Alf 
Car ter, Ian Hi rd , Mark 
Townsent. 
Site Preparation: Bill 
Moyes. 
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=== A __ Letters to the EdiTor'_-. 

Dear Geoff, 

Firstly I would like to 
state that I am not a 
hang glider pilot but I 
have been interested and 
involved in the sport ever 
since I met Peter 2 years 

We subscribe to 
and I al ways 

to read and 

ago. 
Skysailor 
find time 
enjoy it. 

I find it hard to believe 
though, that grown people 
can winge and whine so 
much about one single 

trivial cartoon. I find 
it sad that they obviously 
have nothing better to do 
with their time. 

They are 
pilo ts 
enjoying 
the air 

. ~r .. , - .~ 

supposed to be 
"up there 

the freedom of 
- forgetting all 

. ~ 
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worldly problems and petty 
discrepancies". Instead 
they sit at home using 
their flying time to write 
insulting letters to the 
editor about the infamous 
Page 19!!! I t HAPPENED 6 
months ago!!! 

WAKE UP YOU PEOPLE! THE 
POINT HAS BEEN MADE! 

Yo u are 
terribly, 

now only being 
terribly BORING! 

Let's get back to what the 
spor tis all about 
FLYING (Remember???) 

Yo urs fai thfull y, 
Deni se Foo te 
(Yes I am a woman and I'm 
no t offended). 

Dear Edi tor, 

I found the report of the 
Australian Hang Glider 
Certification Committee 
published in February's 
Skysailor, disturbing. on 
one hand there is a 
categorical statement by 
Alcan stating that their 
tubes contain defects, and 
are not acceptable for 
airframes, and on the 
other, that these tubes 
could pass overseas and 
Australian Certification 
tests (what Australian 
certification tests?) 

Surely the second point is 
irrelevant. The Alcan 
statement indicates that 



there is an undetermined, 
but what they consider 
inadequate failure rate 
for their tubes. It would 
be unlucky, or perhaps 
lucky if the certification 
glider was the say one in 
10,000 that failed. 

The legal stand of any 
manufacturer using these 
tubes whose glider was 
involved in a fatality 
would be difficult to 
defend. 

I suggest that people 
contemplating buying a new 
glider specifically ask 
the manufacturer if they 
have used aircraft 
standard tubes, and also 
that the glider 
manufacturers publish 
similar details. 

Yours in "solidarity" 
Geoff Bennett. 

De a r Ed ito r , 

I just c?nnot believe that 
you could insult your 
readers with such 
ani mal ist trash as tha t 
published on Page 11 of 
the February Skysailor. 
Is it any wonder that 
rodent membership of the 
H . G. F • A. is so 10 w, wi t h 
such alienating material 
being published? How do 
you think it makes mice 
feel, being held up to 
ridicule in our own 

magazine? Is 
other minority 
would like to 
Platypuses? 
Llamas? 

there any 
group you 

insulate? 
Wombats? 

I certainly cannot see the 
humour; is it implying 
that the ashtray is 
generating thermals? Or 
is the object in the 
ashtray a joint, and the 
poor drug ravaged creature 
is drifting away on a 
cloud of psychotropic 
bliss? Perhaps the 
implication is that all 
mice are drug addicts. 
Well, really! 

I mousenally know many 
rodents, and can 
truthfully say that only 
some of them use drugs. 

Mice have been downtrodden 
too long. 

It's time to 
against such 
discrimination. 

Yo urs in ut ter 
and di sg us t. 

stand up 
abominable 

disbelief 

Michael R. O'dent. 

Dear N.S.W. pilots, 

For any of you that 
haven't been informed, I 
am your new competition 
organiser for 1987. I 
would like to thank Bob 
Barnes for doing a great 
job in 1985-1986 and for 
helping me out this year, 
not that I've done 
anything yet. 

The purpose of this letter 
is to find out where 
when and what format you 
would like the NSW compo 
to be run this year. So 
anybody who feels they 
have or know o f a site 
that would be suitable for 
the compo should send all 
the information they can 
about the site i.e. where 
it is, how many gliders it 
can handle, best time of 
the year to fly there, if 
you want a towing compo 
etc. We will be 
discussing the competition 
site details on the first 
meeting after this letter 
appears in Skysailor so we 
can let everyone know as 
soon as possible what date 
the compo will be on. So 
get your letters in 
quickly please. 

Mark Newland. 

One day on the hill 
My wings took shape 
Think of the thrill 
My run I did make 
No longer a care 
Vario says turn. 
You should have been there 
When will I learn 
The height I lost 
Bar to the knees 
But at what cost. 
Oh no the trees 
I knew the time would come 
Bye mum. 

Graham MacPherson 
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TRIKE TRAINING FOR HANG 
GLIDING STUDENTS & 
TOWING FOR PILOTS 

AERO-

I think that it is really 
something that Australians 
are leading the rest of 
the world in perhaps the 
only hang gliding 
developments that have 
occurred over the last 5 
years that have been worth 
writing about . I refer to 
Dual Flight Instruction in 
economic, efficient and 
very, very safe motorised 
hang gliders and in the 
advances made in the 
development of aero-towing 
equipment and techniques. 

Of the two, I feel that 
the Dual in-flight Flight 
Instructional Methods are 
by far the most important 
development. 

Our inability to be able 
to provide to the newcomer 
to hang gliding the only 
reasonable and acceptable 
method of teaching 
aviation skills, that is, 
DUAL FLIGHT INSTRUCTION/ 
has been the only 
restraint holding back 
hang gliding's emergence 
in the general aviation 
world. 

Tandem instruction in a 
conventional hang glider 
is fine if you have the 
weather and the sites and 
the time available to do 
it. I know that Victoria 
doesn 't. 

I have my doubts as to 
whether tandem hang 
gliding flights can be 
conducted to any level of 
safety as high as what is 
easily attainable in 
trikes. 

As a practicing instructor 
I've had direct experience 
with teaching foot
launching/landing 
techniques to students who 
already have had 1 to 3 
hours of in-flight 
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instruction in a two-place 
t r ike. 

The difference in the 
standard of student is 
without 
a ma zi ng. 

exception 

The trike trained student 
in an unpowered hang 
glider has an immediate 
and instinctive grasp of 
the aircraft to a 
confident degree on the 
ground and to a 
comparitively expert 
degree in the air. 

This leads to a training 
situation where the 
student only has to learn 
takeoff and landing skills 
in isolation from the 
flight skills he/she 
already has a complete 
grasp of. 

This means that during the 
course of foot-launch 
instruction the student is 
much less likely to be 
killed or injured. 

Because the student has 
had the benefit of an 
experienced hang glider 
pilot taking him/her 
through the whole safe 
flight envelope of a 
rogallo wing as well as 
giving him or her other 
"air sense" skills such as 
picking wind and landing 
directions at altitude; 
setting up and completing 
approaches; coping with 
in-air turbulence - and 
even coring thermals. 

rl 
rl 
Q) 

3 
c 
ro 
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Because of this training 
or this training enhanced 
experience / the newer hang 
gliding pilot is much less 
likely to come a cropper 
in his/her first two years 
of flying than would 
normally be the case. 

It may be a fact that ther 
last fatal accident in 
Victoria could have been 
avoided if .the pilot 
involved had had the 
benefi t of flight 
instruction with an 
instructor looking over 
his shoulder whilst he 
explored and learnt every 
currently rated in-flight 
manoevre. 

The no. of those little 
bungles etc. that can 
occur during the early 
stages of conventional 
foot-launching training as 
per our current program 
are minimised to an extent 
that the conventional 
instructor finds a little 
hard to accept. 

I know of an instructor 
whose particular policy 
seems to be to treat trike 
trained students as if 
they have never had any 
special experience. He 
runs them up and down 
hills for days on end. 
Another instructor I know 
of would confidently throw 
his charges off Spion with 
1 hour of trike flying and 
only ~ day of sand dune 
training because he 



observed that the relative 
standard obtained with 
that amount of instruction 
was still higher than what 
was obtainable by the 
average pilot with the 
instructor following our 
present HGFA certified 
training course sans 
tri ke. 

I have had students who 
could get every in-flight 
and landing task of their 
PRI to PR4 signed off on 
their first day's soaring 

without anyone pushing 
them beyond their 
abilities. And this is 
happening in Victoria; 
which is not known for its 
capacities for putting out 
regular training days. 
(Ever waited for 7 
weekends to go by in 
between training days in 
the middle of summer?) 

Now that we have an 
instructional tool that is 
convenient, economic and 
safe (there has been 1 
trike fatality in 5 years 
- and that, I heard, was a 
drowning) ; we must look 
into how far we can extend 
our current expectations 
in r~gard to instruction -
are we teaching advanced 
skills if we can teach all 
the in-flight skills 
specified in all the pilot 
ratings up to PR4? Will 
we need to modify our 
rating system more in line 
with the systems operating 
in general aviation and 
conventional gliding? If 
the RAAF can get a 19 year 
old to not only fly a 
light aircraft before his 
20th birthday but also to 
push around a mach 2.5, 
FIll and bomb the 
daylights out of a target 
at ground level - what 
standard can a hang 
gliding instructor 
utilising the same basic 
teaching techniques do for 
his client? Should we re
evaluate what hang 
g 1 i din g s ' mi n i mum en try 
level standard be? Are 
yesterday's "advanced" 
skills so easily and 
economically otainable now 
that they should now be 
considered part of the 

Buffalo 

minimum entry level skills 
to be passed for the first 
pilot rating? 

Should the HGFA commision 
an evaluation of the 
relative standards of 
conventional ground based 
"instruction" as opposed 
to the developing hang 
gliding in-flight 
instructional standards? 

If such a study found a 
significant improvement in 
safety whilst the student 
is under instruction and 
once the student has left 
the training hills 
shouldn't our responsible 
and concerned executive 
put a submission to the 
DOA laying it on the line 
that for the benefit of 
HANG GLIDING STUDENTS - as 
opposed to anyone who 
wants another kind of 
ultralight-an interim but 
immediate approval be 
granted for certified hang 
gliding instructors to, 
for the first time, 
actually instruct hang 
gliding students in the 
fundamental in-flight 
handling characteristics 
of rogallo aircraft in a 
two-place trike of his 
choice? 

Remember we are the hang 
gliding experts. If we 
the experts find and can 
prove to the layman that 
this instructional method 
is safer than our prior 
method; it would be a 
brave beaurocrat who would 
get in the way of whatever 
changes were necessary to 
legally get the techniques 
in. 

As far as aero-towing is 
concerned I can only echo 
AIRBORNES' letter of last 
month. Not many of our 
current PR4's and 5's 
could pass a basic takeoff 
and landing rating task in 
the gliders that they are 
flying now. Aero-towing 
promises not only more 
airtime, but a geater 
repetition of takeoffs and 
landings. People are more 
likely to get advice and 
perfect their landing 
skills when they can 
actually practice 
conveniently and in the 
direct view of their 
peers. 

I urge you and all of your 
many readers to get behind 
trikes and promote trike 
training for the benefit 
of HANG GLIDING. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mike Coburn. 
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All who have been in the 
air agree! Once you have 
been as free as a bird you 
long to return and 
experience that freedom 
again. But should we tell 
others? Should we try and 
recru i t others? Should we 
be so unselfish as to 
entice others to enjoy the 
same freedom that we have 
found to be so complete 
and ultimate? Well? 
Should we? 

Naturally enough once you 
have enjoyed something you 
want to share the 
experience with others. 
We are all the same and 
rejoice to find another 
who has found a common 
interest. 

This goes for anything, 
not only our particular 
interest. Bike riders 
rejoice in other bike 
riders and swap tales of 
recent rides and 
conditions with avid 
enthusiasm. They all do 
their best to make their 
hearers long to give 
bikers a fair go and not 
regard the adverse 
publicity that the 
hospitals publish as 
horror wards - the motor 
bike (wheelies)wards. 

We have particularly found 
that getting high in a 
kite has something 
beautiful and appealing to 
us and we get so avidly 
excited about this 

Pau l Bowers soaring a bushfire 
at Mt. Blackheath 
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experience that we want to 
tell others - make 
disciples if you like! 

Well it's all very well to 
enjoy ones own flying but 
should we talk to the 
media and allow them to 
run articles on "what 
turns us on and why?" 

Many negative things have 
happened to hang glider 
pilots and of course the 
media love to print juicy 
bits of intrigue to 
fascinate their readers. 
That one person in 10 
years that gets taken by a 
shark is the type of story 
that will make headlines 
in the papers; where as 
those 3 to 4 unfortunate 
people that get killed 
every day of the year on 
the roads in Australia 
hardly sell anything. 

But shouldn't we wan~ to 
project a positive healthy 
image of a wholesome sport 
that the whole family can 
enjoy? I like to think 
the answer is yes, and we, 
as a family have done a 
few positive articles for 
several newspapers. Now I 
expect some healthy 
criticism! and anyone who 
has ever picked up my 
glider and felt the weight 
of it will realise my 
shoulders are broad of 
necessity! So why are we 
so reticent about the 
media? Who can honestly 
feel ashamed to have 
others "drool" at the 
sheer simplicity of flying 
with nothing but the bare 
essentials? 



But our new rating cards 
advise us to say nothing 
to the media in the event 
of an accident. "Do not 
admit liability in any 
case of accident", the 
card states, but this is 
being less than honest and 
impossible to live with 
oneself. Courts of law 
overturn statements of 
witnesses who have given 
evidence at the scene, 
just because we are 
emotional beings and can 
feel guilty when in fact 
we are not. We may not be 
lucid to all the 
circumstances or be held 
accountable for statements 
made while in a state of 
shock. As a J.P. I know a 
little about the law. 

Now just recently a 
beginner to our flight 
ranks had the misfortune 
of falling into power 
wires and narrowly escaped 
being electrocuted. We 
all rejoiced with him in 
his deliverance even 
though his kite was 
incinerated before the 
supply shorted off. The 
media were quick off the 
mark to have a helicopter 
on the scene loaded with 
cameramen just eager to 
capture this poor, 
demented, hang glider 
pilot in this freak 
situation. 

Now we hang glider 
enthusiasts were all on 
camera (as members of some 
radical religious group 
occasionally are) and our 
rating cards extol us not 
to talk to the media or 
give them anything to feed 
upon. Let them get all 
the negative vibrations 
they can out of the 
situation, our rating 
cards advise us, but don 't 
try and do anything 
positive to set the 
records straight, just all 
"cringe" away as if you 
don't belong to that 
weirdo group! 

Well! that's not me or my 
attitude! I'm proud" to 
be associated with hang 
gliding and I wish that 
all hang-gliding 
enthusiasts would stick 
together and uplift each 
other! 

On the day that Tim made a 
miscalculation and shorted 
out the power lines I 
endeavoured to set the 
records straight with the 
little statement to the 
media tha t "those power 
wires are all but 
invisible to us from the 
air; all we see is the 
line of posts. " This is 
what most people believe 
and I felt safe in making 
this statement for it is 

th~ s~atement that general 
aVIatIon advise. We all 
know that is true from 500 
feet, but as our flights 
are lower and slower than 
G . A. we have time to 
actually see the wires 
especially when we are a 
lot closer . So I was 
amazed when one instructor 
(Scott Tucker) verbally 
abused me for making 
sta t~ments to the media 
partIcularly when he said 
"I "can see the wires very 
plaInly, when I am cominq 

in! " "Bully for yo u," is 
all I can say. 

The media hold such direct 
control over the way we 
think or act, that sure, 
we have to be careful when 
we know the eyes of the 
world are on us, but let 
us present some of the 
beautiful sides of our 
sport and not so hide away 
from the media that we can 
be considered "odd" to say 
the least. 

The local paper, "The 
Courier Mai 1", from 
Brisbane arrived too late 
to get their picture of 
young Tim "struggling" for 
life hanging securely in 
his harness situated 
between the 11,000 volt 
lines on top and the 415 
volt lines beneath; barely 
6 inches away. But seeing 
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Jean, from Franc8,wearing 
the latest in European helmets 

me and being told by other 
pppers that I had freely 
talked with them and given 
much valuable footage to 
their quest of 
sensationalizing these 
intrepid young aviators: 
they approached me and 
asked if I would consent 
to doing a positive 
article about hang gliding 
for thei r paper. I twas 
very heartening to find 
someone who had faith that 
hang glider pilots were 
not all demented radicals 
and dare devils. 

Accordingly we did a very 
positive article on the 
flying Floeys of 
Tambourine. The whole 
family rejoices in being 
able to fly together. All 
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except my wife Juna, have 
enjoyed hang gliding over 
a few years; and Juna is 
happy to be pick up for 
those who bomb out, even 
if it does mean an hour or 
so of her time. 

Hang gliding is a family 
concern even though the 
eldest son Robert cannot 
spare the time now he is 
going to uni and driving a 
taxi to make ends meet. 
The youngest Debbie broke 
her arm learning to hang 
glide so she may be out 
for a while or for good. 
I personally don't think 
fhe average "chick" is 
built robust enough to 
take the occasional heavy 
landing which we all seem 
to have now and again. 
But more power to girls if 

they have 
again! 
and show 
for all. 

the grit to try 
A few persevere 

that flying is 

Now, my other two sons, 
David and John continue to 
show Dad, tha t, beca use I 
taught myself, I still 
have a lot to relearn on 
the safer ways to fly and 
land a kite. But it is 
very unfortunate that 
David was penalised by the 
hang gliding fraternity 
when he spoke to the 
med i a • 

Because I had involved all 
the members of my family 
in allowing the papers to 
run positive articles on 
how we as a family enjoy 
hang gliding: when David 
one day rode the frontal 
lift of a storn as it 
approached Tamborine for a 
distance of 22 kilometres; 
he was castigated for 
dangerous flying, flying 
in controlled air space 
(which he was not) and 
suspended as a 
disciplinary measure. 

He accepted the discipline 
rather than bring about 
discord in the ranks of 
hang gliding which speaks 
volumes in favour of unity 
and respect for those in 
the unenviable position of 

trying to establish a 
workable relationship with 
the powers that be. The 
suspension was for 3 
months. 

I guess we as a body had 
to demonstrate that we can 
self govern and regulate 
ourselves and therefore do 
not need any further 
regulation from outside. 
There are always two sides 
to every story and the 
biggest lesson to us was 
to make doubly sure its 
going to be "positive" 
before talking with the 
media! 

The big problem came about 
when the newspaper made up 
the piece about David 
nearly being gobbled up by 
a DC9 internal airliner. 



D. O. A. rang us up and sa i d 
" we know there were no 
commercial planes in your 
vicinity at the time, but 
tell us, what ty pe of 
plane did you see? " 

David did not see any 
plane at all, and since he 
was forced to fly lower 
than the mountain for most 
of his flight owing to the 
low cloud ceiling; he was 
just amazed at the paper 
report. The really 
strange epilogue is that 
David wants to be an 
airline pilot and is 
considering going into the 
airforce to do his basic 
training. 
commercial 

He needs a 
licence with 

mUlti-engine rating, a 
thousand hours and be 
about 24 years old. David 
is 18 at present. 

With being as free as we 
are comes a responsibility 
to use our freedom wisely! 

When we T/O we are only 
free as long as we stay 
within the boundarip~ n¥ 

law. There are lots of 
laws we need to pay heed 
to. the grea test of these 
are the laws of motion, 
the breaking of which 
usually ends in some form 
of disaster for us. But 
there are a lot of other 
restrictions placed upon 
us for the safety of both 
the general public and 
other air space users. 

As a motorist is in 
control of his vehicle and 
makes moment by moment 
decisions as he (or she) 
is negotiating the road 
upon which they are 
travelling; so hang glider 
pilots also make momentary 
decisions that they have 
to live with the rest of 
their lives. 

I don't want to bring up 
the rating issue again, 
I've already added my 2 
cents worth and anybody 
can fl y o ff my site. They 
are t he ones that will 
wear t he consequences. I 
am more than happy t o give 
helpfu l suggestions or 
even my o pinion , "big run" 

is what I usu 2 1ly say and 
as I have learn t, a good 
T/O nearly always assures 
a good landin '] . 

The p i 1 0 t who kno ws how to 
let h i s gli der fl oa t and 
keep his fe et o n the gound 
running down T/ O , nearly 
always has a good flight 
along with a good landing. 

Just before the heat 0: 
December I witnessed 
rare sight on Tambourine 
The wind was strong 25 
30 mph. David and I ha, 
been flying for an hour 0 

so in the morning but i 
was uncomfortable to sa 
the least and you had t 
do battle with conditions 
so we left our kites se 
up behind T/O and cam, 
back just as the sun wa , 
sinking. 

Conditions had moderate ( 
(12 -15 mph) so we were 
just going, when Alan (the 
Frenc hman) turned up wi tr 
a friend for his first 
glide off Tambourine. It 
was still strong for 
single surface but out 
intrepid beginner was 
eager so who were we to 
say no? Off he went! for 
one of the most amazing 
flights. 

The wind was almost too 
strong for any penetration 
for him. It was just 
amazing. He soared for 
nearly an hour before he 
made his way t o the 
bottom. We were a little 
worried when he turned up 
the next day for it had 
been a very forgiving 
nights flight the day 
before, but Tambourine is 
a very challenging thermal 
site and yesterday had 
been one of those once a 
year days, but we were all 
relieved to see him have 
an enjoyable flight. 

After readin g February's 
Sky Sailor and noting the 
thinness of the issue, I 
reasoned "you only get out 
of an issue what you put 
in", so if everyone sent 
in jus t on ear ti c 1 e pe r 
year , we would have an 
enjoyable magazine f o r 

everyo ne wh o flies has a 
story to tell . 

This could be th e rhu ba r b 
farm er ' s effo rt fo r ' 8 7, 
have plen ty of air - speed 
in th e T/O . 

Gr aeme and 
boys . 

the rhubarb 
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~State & Club News ___ ~ 

P.O. Box 496, Manuka 2603, ACT 

ACTHGA ANNUAL 
MEETING 

WHEN ???? 

GENERAL 

MONDAY 4 MAY 1987 

WHAT TIME ???? 

7 30 PM 

WHERE ??? 

ROYALS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 

WESTON 

All the executive 
are up for 

So come along and 
your best friend 

worst enemy) and 
vote in for them. 

posi tions 
grabs. 
nominate 
(or your 
put your 

MARCH MEETING 

The March meeting was the 
most crowded meeting in 
the last six months with a 
roll-up of eight people. 
There was some advancement 
on the idea of building a 
winch for the Club with 
Siggi Druger offering a 
mini to modi fy, Tony 
Gerrard his expertise of 
engineering and Bruno 

\-ti, I~ 
Orcz.. J,. hiS,2q 

cklvO""$ ! 

\\MEN l.4f" SAcO \-\~ WAS 

M,t\<-:r\(.. • '. \.t f" Ot () N '; S M 
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Wright the use of his 
business workshop 
(especially his oxy-
acetylene toy that he 
wants to show off). Maybe 
something will get off the 
ground now. 

If any members in other 
states have any 
information on building a 
winch that they think that 
the ACT Club could use we 
would be glad to hear from 
you. 

LOCAL SITE INFO 

Spring Range, 
Williamsdale, and the 
Giralang training site are 
all still closed to 
flying. We are still 
negotiating with the ACT 
Electricity Authority and 
the Department of 
Territories for the 
Giralang Training Site. 

Barry 



'" \JICTORIi'N Hi'NG GLIDING ASSOCIATION INC. 

Yeeharr fellow 
holics 1987! 

hang-a-

This year has started with 
an onslaught by about 
seven Victorian pilots on 
the Parkes competition. 
The Victorians were much 
better organised than last 
year, which complemented 
the smooth running 
competi tion. 

Towing started on Tony 
Dennise's winch which went 
well except for a few 
design problems, such as 
structural failure in one 
of the drums which caused 
several wire tangles. 
Tony had finished building 
the winch only a few weeks 
before the competition and 
will be putting in some 
hours doing some 
redesigning and repairs. 
Apparantly once 
modifications are 
completed it will be the 
"way to tow". 

Grant Heiny came to the 
fore when the winch 
eventually gave up, by 
supplying the tow car. 
(See, big computer 
companies can aid our 
sport. Too cryptic? Try 
this: The car was great 
compan y. ) 

Each of the pilots had one 
or two good days and some 
made personal bests, even 
though conditions this 
year were milder than last 
year. Alan Bevis made a 
triangle course of about 
fifty kilometres and a 
personal best height gain 
of over 10,000 feet! 
Grant Heiny made goal 
three times while Clint 

Forman was handicapped by 
his knee which was injured 
during the first day of 
the competition. Ian Rees 
showed consistent 
performance and John 
Amour: persistent 
performance. Twice Tony 
Dennis almost made goal. 

The team had a reliable 
and competent driver in 
the energetic form of Paul 
Dennis, who can now do 
perfect donuts on the 
motorbike used for reeling 
out the winch tow line. 
He'll make a great pilot 
if his flying training 
goes as well as his 
motorcycle riding. 

First Parkes; then the 
WORLD! (Well the Swan 
Premium World Masters Hang 
Gliding Competition). I'm 
sorry peoples, I forgot to 
obtain a copy of the final 
results at the 
presentation party (Swan 
Premium beer has amazing 
effects, especially when 
it is free!) So I can't 
tell you exactly how the 
Victorian team went. 

What I can tell you is 
this: Neil Parkes could 
do with more sleep before 
he takes off Murtleford 
Hill (or was he practisjn0 
for expected hypoxia by 
fainting? ) 

Grant Heiny will have to 
stop taking pity on the 
hot shots (or should I say 
"other" hot shots) and 
make goal on the first 
couple of days as well as 
the last co uple. 

Garry Hickson was 
unfortunate in dislocating 
his elbow upon landing 
during one of the last 
days of the competition. 
Noble gesture Garry! - For 
Queen, country and 
Victorian team etc. (I 
don't think I will ever 
make a man. You have to 
be able to smile as they 
cart you away in pain.) 

Another Victorian pilot, 
while free flying found 
that Buckland Gap can have 
rougher air than Flinders, 
that he works very well 
under stress and that his 

AeRIAL 
TeC:HNIC:~ 

P.o. BOX 180, HELENSBURGH,2508 PHONE: (042) ~~ ~~~~ 

GLIDERS NEW AND USED 
INSTRUMENTS 
PARACHUTES 
HARNESSES 
HELMETS 
CHUTE REPACKING 
TOWING ACCESSORIES 
BOOKS ...... . 

ALL YOUR HANG GLIDING NEEDS 
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parachute matches his 
kite . Phew , mo r e stories 
for the grand children! 

I discovered that it is 
easy to kick yourself when 
you make goal but were 
unable to take a photo of 
the last turn point 
because you took too many 
happy snaps along the way! 
"If I only had a brain". 

Plenty of action boy? 

Well Vic torians, I am glad 
to hear that you are all 
of such a fine standard 
tha t you all (even the 
ones that didn't enter!) 
came first in the 
Victo rian Hang Gliding 
Competition. Typical 
Victorian weather hey! I 
hope all you people who 
drove up to fly in the 
compo en joyed the social 
scene with a good old 
yack o 

If y ou ha ve b een goi n g 
to t h e Vic t o ri an Co mps . o r 
So uthern Hang Gliding Club 
meetings yo u ma y have 
learnt that John 
Reynoldson has b uilt an 
ultralight engine system 
to power his hang glider 
to make thermal soaring 
more accessible. The 
machine has not been test 
flown yet the weather 
again! 
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I don ' t think I should 
hang it on the weathe r t oo 
much, interstate pi l ots 
may get the wrong idea. 
Afterall an anonymous 
pilot named Shane Gleeson 
flew 51 klms on the fi r st 
day of the Victor i an 
comps. but he was out over 
the flatlands near 
Wangaratta where the 
weather is more reliable. 
Also one Sunday we had 
almost the entire 
victorian coastline sites 
flown; Flinders, Por tsea, 
Bells, Spion Kop and 
Apollo Bay. In fac t my 
hero Wesley; Mike Rose and 
Grant Heaney flew from 
Mariners Lookout (Apollo 
Bay) to Spion Kop (Aries 
Inlet! That was a repeat 
performance for Wesley . If 
the weather was warmer I 
would be able to wear my 
n I did it wi th Wesley" t 
shirt; with even mo re 
pri de . 

One o f 
p r o te ge s 
started 
soaring 
ai r. 

We s le y Hill's 
Ross Hughan, 

h is thermal 
life in the right 

He flew 43 
kilometers from Mt. 
Sugarloaf almost to 
Skipton. It was only his 
second thermal soaring 
flight! WOW! 

Shane Gl eeson organised a 
towing fly-in at Euroa . 
There were heaps of people 
t here : Clint Forman, the 
Donovans , John Amour, Tony 
Dennis, Warric 
Duncan • • ••• •• there were 
foils of all different 
si zes to try . I t was fun 
to snub your nose at the 
rough conditions and land 
on one foot in the compo 
foil ay Shane! (Top 
Gun!) Eventually 
conditions became 
unsuitable for hang 
gliding so Mike Cockburn 
pull-started his trike and 
blasted around in the very 
lifty and sinky frontal 
conditions, what a buzzzz! 

Yey, at last the Mt. 
Dandenong takeoff has 
almost been completed . A 
s mall working party 
(hopefu l ly mo r e party than 
wor ki ng) ma ybe o r ganised 
t o co mplete th e ta k e o ff. 

Goo d on yo u Victo rians ! 
Yay Yay Yay! Keep those 
accident reports fl y ing in 
(don't have more accidents 
though). We need the 
accident reports for 
statistics to give us an 
idea of where to focus 
attention to reduce the 
accident rates. Thanks 
guys and gals, you have 
been reporting nearly 
every accident, bent 
downtubes included. Yay 
Team! 

TM006r\""C 'fov 
ltiE.. J'r'\p'P 1Y\AL-! ~ 



Bon Voyage peoples, its 
still raining here so I 
think I shall try to wave 
soar the floods to the 
Post Office. If I don't 
make it and get carried 
out to sea Alan Blake has 
informed me that at least 
the surf is good even if 
nothing else is at the 
moment. 

Glug, Glug, Glug. Myles. 

VBGA ACCIDENT 
SURVEY 

REPORT 

Compiled by Peter Davies 
Safety Director. 

During a recent meeting of 
the Southern Hang Gliding 
Club, an accident report 
form was distributed to 
all those pilots who have 
had accidents but never 
filled out a form. Also 
those pilots not at the 
meeting have been hounded 
down and forced to confess 
to their sins as well as 
those all too few honest 
pilots who promptly 
returned a completed 
accident report form. 

All pilots 
accidents 
fill out 

who have had 
were asked to 
one of these 

forms per accident. The 
form was developed by a 
team of safety officers 
and it is designed to be a 
quick and easy way of 
gathering vital 
statistical information 
upon which our state 
safety strategies will be 
based. The form is also 
part of the V H G A's 
submission for a national 
safety system. 

STATISTICAL BREAKDOWN 
(TOTAL NO. OF FORMS = 30) 

The resulting completed 
forms produced the 
following statistics. A 
total of 30 forms were 
returned spanning a period 
from OctcbeL , 1984 to 
January, 1987. 

It is obvious by this 
graph that the majority of 
accidents were had by our 
most experienced pilots. 

To explain this you first 
must consider that 
approximately 50% of the 
pilots in Victoria are 
PR5. They are the older 
pilots and more likely to 
fill out accident reports 
to start with. 

Five of the six accidents 
which occurred during 
competition h appened to 
PR5 pilots. 

Competition is an 
environment which makes 
you try harder than usual 
therefore increasing the 
risk factor. Also 10 out 
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of the 14 PR5 accidents 
happened whilst flying 
inland which is a much 
more demanding type of 
flying when compared to 
coastal flying which a 
lower rated pilot would 
fly more often. 

29 of the 30 pilots were 
from Victoria which is 
fair enough since it is a 
Victorian survey. The 
other was a Queenslander. 

Two people sent in 
mUltiple reports who were 
flying foils. One pilot 
has an extremely go for it 
attitude which would 
explain his 3 forms. Two 
of his incidents were 
attributed to chasing 
thermals whilst low and 
getting caught up in their 
subsequent turbulence. 

There were a total of 11 
gliders of varying types 
and everyone from PRI to 
PR5 were involved in the 
accidents as well as 16 
different sites. So it 
goes to show that anyone 
can crash anything 
anywhere. 

The site most prevalent 
was Fairhaven which is a 
coastal ridge facing South 
and is rated PR2. There 
were 7 accidents here, 
there was a stall on 
takeoff which resulted in 
a broken arm in three 
places and 2 were top 
landing errors. Top 
landing at this site is 
very tricky on the best of 
occasions even in the most 
ideal conditions and in my 
opinion the regular 
landing area at Mogg's 
Creek is much safer. 

Three of the pilots who 
had incidents at Fairhaven 
are very experienced. One 
was having his first 
flight since returning 
from flying in Europe and 
the Owens Valley whilst 
two have represented 
Victoria in the Nationals. 
All pilots indicated that 
the main reason for their 
accidents 
attitude 
flying. 

was a slack 
towards coastal 
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Another 3 pilots who 
crashed at Fairhaven were 
quite inexperienced. One 
fellow was a PR 0 at PR 2 
rated site attempting his 
first soaring flight. 
Another was a PR 1 
attempting to go prone for 
the first time. All of 
these pilots came to grief 
due to their inability to 
recognize a near stall 
condition. One actually 
menti?ned a lack of glider 
response when an attempt 
to roll it was made and 
still did nothing about 
it. The two glaringly 
obvious points that come 
out of this part of the 
survey is that firstly you 
should never take your 
flying lightly regardless 
of how experienced you are 
because a mistake anywhere 
can still be extremely 
costly. 

The other point is that 
the sites are given a 
rating for specific 
reasons relating to their 
individual dangers and 
this means that people who 
are not rated for that 
site should not fly there 
because they haven't got 
enough experience or skill 
to be able to cope with 
the specific dangers 
involved. 

However a pilot may fly a 
site one rating above his 
own rating provided that a 
safety officer is present 
and approves conditions 
before each flight. Also 
the pilot must have 
completed the theory 
questions for his existing 
rating. Refer to the H G 
F A Handbook for further 
details. 

11 accidents were from 
inland sites and 15 were 
at coastal sites. A main 
difference between the two 
is that once successfully 
launched from an inland 
site, the takeoff area 
itself becomes irrelevant 
in an accident once you 
leave it to go cross 
country. In this case the 
conditions of the day and 
where you decide to land 
become the major factors 
effecting your safe 
reunion with the land. 

Down the coast you are 
usually fl ying the same 
ridge all the time so 
landing should be a well 
rehearsed ritual which 
should never go wrong. So 
you ask why did 15 
accidents out of 30 happen 
down the coast. From 
reading the comments at 
the base of the accident 



report forms this question 
becomes surprisingly easy 
to answer. 

There were two reasons why 
accidents happened down 
the coast. Firstly there 
was the inexperienced 
pilot whose lack of 
knowledge caused him to 
misjudge wind gradients, 
forget about flying speed 
when trying a prone 
harness and stalling, 
stalling on takeoff, 
stalling in flight due to 
confusing ground speed for 
air speed during a down 
wind run on a ridge and 
attempting top landings 
which required a skill 
level above the pilot 
concerned. 

The second reason was 
exhibited by our more 
experienced pilots lazy, 
slack attitude towards 
coastal flying by trying 
t o do things like land on 
top in suspect conditions 
in order to save a walk up 
from the beach and packing 
the glider up in sand, 
doing aerobatics low over 
takeoff and roaring over 
the back out of control, 
and attempting takeoffs in 
horrible conditions. 

The launch systems used 
were 28 by foot and 2 by 
car tow. The 2 that 
occurred by car tow cannot 
be attributed to the 
launch system itself as 
one was pilot slackness on 
takeoff with his nose too 
high which caused the 
right wing to stall and 
drop. The other was an 
accident on landing during 
a thermal breaking off 
from the paddock. 

The next area of 
investigation is personal 
injury. As you can see 
from the form you are able 
to tick one or more boxes 
in order to accurately 
describe your injuries. 
The only reason I mention 
this is that the total 
number of ticks in squares 
adds up to more than 30. 

PILOT RATING 
Ho. OF 
A(.(..IOe"'T~ 
It 

'''' 
10 

8 

6 

+ 
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Firstly the best part of 
the personal injury area 
of the form is that no 
deaths were recorded . 
However there were some 
quite serious injuries 
sustained. The most 
severe was one pilot broke 
both legs by hitting rocks 
in a paddock after 
encountering some bad 
turbulence. Two pilots 
broke arms, one was a 
stall on takeoff, the 
other was a bad landing 
due to misreading the 
terrain. 

The possibility of serious 
injury is obvious however 
due to 4 concussions that 
were recorded, one which 
required hospitalization 
for a week. 8 pilots 
recorded bruising and 1 
pilot recorded a bleeding 

GLIDER TYPE 
ft:> .OF 
ACC.IOENT5 

8 

'" 
+ 
2. 

f (\'\ ~ 0 A , ~ ~ "- ~ 

PILOT 3 ~ -S PlAT INC.. 

wound to his leg. 15 of 
the pilots stated that 
they received no personal 
injuries at all. 

The area of injury most 
noted was 4 head injuries, 
all concussions, and 5 arm 
injuries, 3 br o ken and 2 
badly bruised. The 
concussions were mainly 
attributed to going in on 
a tip and spinning around 
through the A frame whilst 
the arm injuries were all 
attributed to tangling 
with the A frame when 
landing (or crashing). 
There was 1 neck injury, a 
fractured vertebrae. 

4 
T 

From the graph 
seen that only 
came through 
This was mainly 
pi 10 t absorbing 

" £;LIO€~ 
T 'T'tfE 
P-

it can be 
3 gliders 
unscathed. 
due to the 

all the 
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impact personally . 

It comes as no surprise 
that 17 A frames suffered 
damage was we all know how 
many downtubes get bent or 
broken but the number of 
keels getting broken is a 
surprising statistic as 
keels are an unlikely 
thing to damage during 
your average bad landing. 

From the survey the 
reasons for breaking a 
keel are twofold. 
Firstly, two keels were 
damaged after a large 
flare buried them into the 
ground and secondly, the 
rest of the broken keels 
came from the more severe 
accidents in which other 
major tubes were damaged 
such as leading edges and 
spreaders. However one 
keel was damaged when a 
parked glider blew away at 
Flinders. So it just goes 
to show that you can crash 
your glider without even 
being in it. 

The majority of major 
tubes that were damaged 
occurred in accidents that 
were potentially more 
serious as far as personal 
injury is concerned, like 
downwind approaches due to 
turbulence turning the 
glider near the ground or 
wind gradient causing a 
wing to stall and turn the 
gl ider downwind. 

The major possible 
accident cause was landing 
errors which numbered 13. 
At a comparison only 5 
takeoff errors were 
recorded. Landing is 
always potentially more 
dangerous than takeoff 
because you only get one 
shot at it so it has to be 
right first time. With 
takeoff you can chose your 
time to go when the 
conditions are most 
suitable. There were 6 
incidents contributed to 
light winds, 3 were on 
landing due to the 
problems of coping with a 
high ground speed whilst 
the other 3 were stalls on 
takeoff. Remember, if 
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it's ligh t, keep the nose 
down and run like hell. 

There were 5 accidents 
involving strong winds as 
a comparison. 2 
were involving the 
turbulence encountered 
with strong winds and 
another 2 misread the 
conditions. I fell foul 
of wind gradient, the 
other was left to try and 
land · wi th a 15 knot tail 
wind. 

The next accident cause 
was 5 pilots not 
concentrating. Taking it 
easy is a sure way of 
making yourself more 
susceptible to an 
accident. 

Another 7 pilots admitted 
to have chosen an 
unsuitable area to land in 
due to either its slope, 
lack of room or upwind 
obstructions. 3 of the 
pilots ended up in bad 
landing areas because of 
thermal chasing and 
thinking about getting up 
and not being concerned as 
to where they were 
actually coming down. 

GLIDER DAMAGE 
~. OF IU:.fo"'T~ 

It 

(0 

you are writing down what 
you did wrong, playing the 
circumstances of the 
accident out again in your 
mind, you may learn to 
avoid repeating the same 
mistake again. Just 
imagine if all of us 
learnt from our own 
mistakes and those of 
others, what a safe name 
Hang Gliding would have. 

In summing up I would 
firstly like to thank all 
those pilots who forwarded 
completed accident report 
forms. I would al so like 
anyone who has had an 
accident or knows of 
someone who has to get a 
form together and send it 
to the Safety Di rec tor, V 
H G A, P.O. 400, Prahran 
3181 Victoria, because I'm 
going to do it all again 
to see if we are learning 
from the mistakes that 
others have made. Also I 
wish to see if our state 
safety strategies are 
working and to what degree 
or if they need modifying 
in any way. 



Due to some sort of time 
warp there is a very good 
chance that this missed 
the deadline for the last 
skysailor. 
mainly due to a 

This was 
forced 

the separation from 
keyboard caused by 
Buffalo contests and 
subsequent chaos 
getting back to work. 

the 
the 
of 

Unfortunately the NSW team 
was once again narrowly 
defeated by the Croweaters 
in the annual battle for 
t he Nati o nal Team 
Trophy •••••• BUT •••• I 
suspect the Blues will not 
allow this to happen next 
year ••••. even if it takes 
a rule change to do it! 

My PR2 site for this month 
goes by the rather ominous 
name of Treachery Head. 
You surfie types may know 
this place for its 
excellent surf-a product 
of the beach being exposed 
to the S to SE swell and 
protected from the NE 
winds by a rather long 
headland ••.• Treachery 
Head. 

What makes this site 
on the eastern 
is that the si te 

and the wind 

unique 
seaboard 
faces SW 
actually blows across many 
miles of ocean tending to 
smooth out the westerly 
bumps a bi t. 

This makes the site an 
excellent winter choice 
for those not ready to 
venture inland. Because 
of its proximity to the 
soarable SE dunes at 
Lighthouse Beach and 
around the Mungo Brush-Big 
Gibber areas as well as 
the NE site at Seal Rocks 
there is usually a 
reasonable chance of a 
flight over the weekend 
any time of year. 

The best 
Bulahdelah 

access is 
and then 

via 
Seal 

As SW winds are by nature 
fairly powerful and 

Rocks and is 
a bit hours 
from Sydney. 

about a 4 and 
drive north 

usually turbulent in 

As mentioned the site 
faces SW and is a very 
straight ridge and 
therefore doesn't accept 
much more than a straight 
on direction of wind. 

compariso n La sea breezes 
some respect for this 
site should be shown at 
all times especially 
considering that soaring 
passes will take you 
beyond the water line and 
that SW winds are normally 
accompanied by increasing 
swell. 

The beach is usually broad 
and deserted however the 
track in can vary from t wo 

wheel drive to impassable 
to even 4WD after heavy 
rains. There is also some 
question of private 
property over which you 
drive to reach the 
headland •••• however the 
importance of this seems 
to be quite erratic on the 
part of the owners. 

The site is top landable 
but is very unf orgiving if 
you drift behind the 
access track. The many 
bushes and scrubby areas, 
although soft in 
themselves create some 
nasty rotors a nd sink 
holes should you attempt 
to land behind them. 

IF YOU WANT YOUR PARACHUTE 

TO HAVE •• 
FLAT CIRCULAR SOLID GORE CONST. 

• High Drao Benefits 
• low Volume 
• F •• ler Opening_ 

VENT CAP COVERING APEX HOLE 

: ~1~~~rD~~~~~~.I •• 
• Reduced Risk 01 A.pex Line EntanQlement 

'h" TUBULAR NYLON REINFORCEMENT 
AT APEX 
II Adds atrenoth 10 ar •• of 

or •• t.sl atr ... during 
opening shock 

ALLSEAMSREINFOACED 
WITH TYPE III WEBBING 

II Necesaary for atrenglh in 
Ihe lI\lenl of II high apeed 
opening 

V-TABS AT EACH LINE 
ATTACHMENT 
II H.I~ to distribute opening 

ahocklOlid 
II Important In the evant 01 II 

high speed opening 

400 LB. TUBULAR NYLON 
SUSPENSION LINES 

II Stretch characteriatica help reduoe 
opening snack load on canopy, 
harnesa. and pliol 

TYPE XVIII BRIDLE 
II Sewn wHh 5 oord thread 
II Strength rated at 6000 tbs 

DROPTESTSTOFAAC238 
TSOSTANDARDS 

COMFORT PACK 
DEPLOYMENT BAG 

• Salety locks 
• Protective side line cover 
• UV resistant material 

AERIAL TECHNICS Ph (042) 94 2545 
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On the whole the si te is 
reasonably straight 
forward for the 
conservative pilot who is 
not too proud to land on 
the beach and either pack
up or carry back up the 
face •.• some 170' of smooth 
slanted rock slab. 

I suggest that groups 
travelling to the site 
contact either National 
Parks (Myall Lakes 
National Park) District 
Office PO Box 270, 
Raymond Terrace 2324 NSW. 
Ph: (049) 8731098, or the 
Great Lakes Tourist 
Association, Wharf St, 
Forster NSW for maps and 
other information. 
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Even though the site is 
listed as PR2 rated this 
would only apply under 
ideal conditions. Common 
sense should prevail and 
it is paramount to your 
own safe operation that 
you fly within YOUR limits 
at this and all sites. 
Treachery has seen its 
fair share of both minor 
and serious accidents, 
don't underestimate its 
tame appearance. 

NEAREST: 
Local Safety Officer 
Bob Barnes, Pacific Palms. 
Hospitals: Manning 

District or Newcastle with 
smaller facilities in 
Forster and Bulahelah. 
Telephones 
Legges Camp. 

Seal Rocks, 

Throughout this series on 
sites I will attempt to 
collate my resource 
material so that at the 
end of the year or earlier 
I will have a small novice 
site guide available to 
those wishing to get 
further information· to 
that printed here. 

Safe 
fun. 

flying and make it 

Ian Jarman. 



THE WIDGEE (NOT KILARNEY) 
COMPETITION 

Sorry about the confusion 
over venues for this well 
known annual Easter event 
but the "Kilarney" idea 
had to be scrapped due to 
the almost total lack of 
potential fund raising 
activity in the area. By 
the time you read this 
your club (I hope every 
pilot is a member of a 
club or at least has 
contac t . wi th a cl ub 
member) will have received 
correspondence to this 
effec t. 

The competition will have 
a general height clearance 
of 9000 feet with the 
North East leg (Widgee to 
Gunaldah) being 7000 feet. 
Good luck. 

The situation at Mt. 
Tamborine is really 
getting out of hand. The 
on going consistency of 
blatant disregard for the 
3000 ft. ceiling has again 
been brought to the 
attention of D.O.A. One 
pilot has already been 
suspended from flying for 
3 months and I think a 
couple more can expect a 
"rocket" following an 
incident which occurred 
last Sunday. 

At this early stage it 
appears that if Q.H.G.A. 
Inc. closed the site 
pending the outcome of 
D.O.A. 's investigation it 
may prevent D.C.A. 
temporarily closing it. 
Veteran aviators will tell 
you just how permanent 
these temporary closures 
tend to be. 

Bye 
Peter de Mestre. 
Acting Secretary. 

CAP. RAP. 

After the stir recently 
about proxy voting, I 
guess its become obvious 
that members are naturally 
reluctant to drive 8 to 12 
hours to their nearest 
capital city for state 
association meetings. For 
the same reasons members 
often feel cut off from 
decisions and policies 
made at state level. 

Capricorn Sky Riders 
recently wrote to the 
State Executive pointing 
this out. We suggested 
that due to our state's 
geographical distribution 
of members, it may be 
expedient for the 
executive to send copies 
of the various meetings' 

minutes 
clubs. 
would 
touch 

to the far flung 
This, we thought, 

make us" feel" in 
with the state's 

"heart throb" in 
Brisbane. A fairly 
straight forward way to 
boost interest and concern 
for what goes on in our 
remote southern corner. 

It 1S to our state 
executive's credit that 
not only have they taken 
up this request, but have 
appointed Regional 
Officers, whose 
responsibility it will be 
to disseminate the 
information. At a recent 
dinner meeting, Capricorn 
Sky Riders decided that 
the job of Regional 
Officer in this area would 
automatically fall to the 
incumbent club secretary 
---logical? 

We look forward now to 
hearing more of what 
should concern us from our 
State Executive. Well 
done guys, and thanks 
Mike. 

Puggles Newell for Cap. 
Rap. 

c;r.<£'fF\ ffii2.~(2..fV'\AN~ !! 
f\kNJ eAIJ Yovf\MK~ rr IVf<rJ ? 
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~"",M ark e t P I ace ~~!I!!II'" 

nsw 
COCOON HARNESS 
5'9" 
Ph: 

- 6'. Good condition. 
Peter (997)7503 

$150 O.N.O. 

GTR 162 (PR3) 
Latest model $2,000 
Ph: Rick on (049) 439599 

GTR 162 (PR3) 
with spare upright. Good condition. 
$1, 200 and 
MOYES POD HARNESS with parachute, as new 
condition. $490. Ph: (043) 900956. 

MOYES MISSION 170 (PR2) 
Pink LIE, white mainsail. Excellent 
first glider. Very low airtime. Flies 
well. Must sell as money needed. 
$1,900. O.N.O. 
Ph: (043) 676161. 

MOYES MARS 170 (P.R.l) 
Low flying hours. Blue L.E., yellow and 
white. Good condition with apron 
harness and helmet. $1,200 O.N.O. 
Ph: Phillip (049) 861172 

MOYES MARS 170 (PRl) 
- Excellent condition, minimum 
- Bright blue leading edge 

pocket and white sail. 
Strip harness included, also 
condition. 

- What a bargain at $1,300. 
Ph: Pete (02) 4112189 A.H. 

Mark (02) 462646 A.H. 

PROBE 2 175 (PR3) 

hours. 
and keel 

in top 

Dark blue LIE, light blue undersurface, 
white main sail, mint trim. Condition 
perfect. $1,000. 
Ph: Julie (02) 543 6227 
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AUDIO VARIO RENZE III 
brand new digital and cadout strong 
metal box 4" x 2 1/2" X I" with mount. 
Afro copied this instrument. $295. 
Ph: Garry (02) 5436607. 

GTR 162 (PR3) 
VB orange, rainbow. $1750 or above and 
Owens Valley 8000, skysystems pod 
parachute, 40 ch CB helmut and turnpoint 
camera for $3,200. 
Ph: (042) 965446. 

ULTRALIGHT ENGINE 
250 cc Robin 2 hours running. Rotax 
gearbox avo with tuned exhaust and prop. 
$400. 
WHEEL SPATS - Ul tralights or trikes 15" 
wheels 4" or 5" wide. $40 each. 100% 
streamlined. 
FIBREGLASS AIRFOIL KINGPOST COVER - $20. 
Ph: Garry (02) 543 6607 

SABRE 177 (P.R.3) 
All Mylar sail. Dark blue leading edge 
and blue mainsail with rainbow under 
surface. Good condition and flies 
great. No hint of a flutter in trailing 
edge. $l,200-000.N.O. Will freight. 
1st to see and fly it will buy it. 
AIRBORNE TRIKE - 447 Rotax motor with 3 
blade "Ultraprop" makes for very 
smooth engine running and long prop 
life. Motor has done less than 30 hours 
and has lots of GRUNT! Other wing is a 
G.T. 170 beeffed up and flies very 
nicely blue and white. Comes with 
back up parachute - just repacked and 
custom built trailor. This is a single 
seater and legal 95.10. Easily 
converted to two place with GTR 210. 
Price - single: $5,500.00 O.N.O 

two place: $7,OOO.000.N.O. 
with lessons. 

Ph: Joe Scott (065) 660039 or 
(065) 666043 

If not at home please leave message and 
I'll get back to you . 



~.~ 

Best second.:..harld ,: p :T.R.(P~:t) in 
Austral ia. Thi s 'glide r would "sbii t new 
glider ~uyer. This gl~d7r fr~m ne~ . has 
been carried to hang g11d1ng sltes 1n a 
P.V.C. I tube and al'so stored i,n tube. 
This gt j der has never b'~en out ' iri any 
bad wea~her. · -
Colours " red ' , leil-ding edg.e. Double 
mylar rainbow .. col~~rs double ser t ice 
rainbow ;' keel, --pocket ,.: 0"1'; .: '- , 

The reason ' for sell'ing thi's gliCle~, is I 
am buying." a ··,new .trike. LOW1 hours. 

~'" .. , 
$1,900. ~ 
Ph: Churchill (051) 2216~9. No. j35pO. 

1 .. 

SWIFT 170 (PR3) 
Red and wl1,ite _ .sail:, with 
pocket. Batten .. profile ~ 

manual included. Glider iq 
condition. $60Q (ne~.0 
Ph: Pe t e r W ri g h t '. 

(03) ' 369 201~ (AH) 
647 _ 3.~26 (~H) 

SABRE 177 (PR4) 

,." 

bllJe keel 
aiftt owners 

very good 

Two tone blue with red triangle (seen in 
ABC film of 1985, Buffalo XC Classic) 
Surfcoat, VB, speed bar. 
Batten profile included. 
Good condi tion. $100,0 ' 
( neg. ) 
Ph: Peter Wright 

(03) 369 2016 (AH) 
647 3926 (BH) 

Who wants to finish TRIKE? 
Frame made of 2" square tube aircraft 
aluminium, fibre glass axels, BMX rear 
wheels, frontwheel with drumbreak. $450 
O.N.O. Plus 1 Flight design (American) 
B-up parachute with deployment bag 
never used, newly packed. $200. 
Ph: Michael (03) 5844581. 

AMERICAN -HANG GLIDING MAGAZINES.- 10 as 
new copies 1986. $10.00 
Ph: Jim 33 77524. 

MARS 170 (PR1) 
Average condition, Orange-yellow-black. 
1st to fly will buy. $9 50.000.N.0 
Ph: (03) 4893964. 

MOYES GT 170 
Blue LI E, blue undersurface; red keel 
pocket, white mainsail. Good condition. 
$60 0 . 
Ph: Wayne Lee (075)584267 
QLD. 

AIRBORNE WINDSPORTS TRIKE 
Two seat trainer front and rear 
controls, powered' by 50'3 Rotax gear 
reduc tion dri ve, long range tank, full 
instrument panel, second chance 
ballistic parachute system. Two props, 
Moyes 210 GTS wing white mainsail 
rainbow under-surface, all on custom 
built trailor with canvas cover. This 
unit has only had .20 hour airtime. All 
in as new condition. Would suit new 
trike buyer. Reluctant sale. $8,500.00. 
Ph: Barry Edwards (072) 094594 B.H. 

(072) 092674 A.H. 

SWIFT 170 (PR3) 
Good condition. Brown LIE orange and 
white sail. Looks and flies great. 
$400.00. Moving up to Foil 160B. 
Ph: Gerry or Klaus (070) 515919. 

PULSAR 165 (P.R.2) 
Brown (leading edge) yellow and orange. 
Perfect condition as new glider. Only 
flown 6 ti mes (7 hours ai rtime) • Not 
flown since April '84 due to diving 
accident at Rainbow Beach. $1,200 
O.N.O. 
Ph: Bjorn Temming (071) 451879 or 

(071) 441227 

EAGLE ULTRALIGHT 
Dark blue and light blue sail. Good 
condition. Easy to fly. Motor in 
excellent condition. Only done 25 hours 
$ 2,200. 
Ph: Lyn or Jack (071) 834 881 

MOYES GT 170 (PR3) 
Blue leading edge and undersurface, red 
keel pocket and white mainsail. 
In good condition. 
anyone - 75 kgs and over. 

Flies well for 
$600.00. 

Ph: Wayne (075) 584267 
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BALL 500 H VARIO AND AIRCRAFT ALTIMETER 
both in mounting $250. 
Ph: Ted (071) 867243 

MAGIC III 177 (PR3) 
Mylar sail, V.B. Airfoil Kingpost, green 
and yellow U/S Interm. battens and 
profile, spare uprights. Amazing 
sinkrate and glide. $750 - O.N.O. 
Ph: Julius (07) 2085477. 

MOYES MISSILE 180 (P.R.3) 
Good condition, looked after. 
with red tiips. Must sell 
student fees. $500 O.N.O. 
Ph: Andy McCall urn (07) 349 3427. 

act 
MOYES MARS 190 (PRl) 
Dark blue and white. 

White 
to pay 

Never been used. Owner unable to travel 
long distance to complete course. Cost 
of hang glider $1,975.00 but will sell 
for $1,875.00 
Ph: Sam (062) 261203. 

GT 170 (PR3) 
Clean white topsail, orange U/S, blue 
L.E. Excellent condition. $950. Will 
deliver to Sydney. Also: 
P.A. COCOON HARNESS - dark blue with 
zipper for chute and tow bridle and 
release . Suit 5'4" pilot. $100. Plus: 
CB - Tandy car model SW, 40 Ch. with 
mike. S.W.R. metre and magnetic roof 
mounting a e rial. $1 00 . 

Ph: Gre g (062 ) 4 77 778 . 
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Jenny Ganderton, British League pilot, liked the Foil 160 B so much she 
intends to fly one on the European Competition circuit this northern 
summer. 

One of the reasons was the flight she had on the sixth day of the Swan 
PremiufJ1 .World Masters. Taking off at Myrtleford Hill and reaching 
13,600 ASL along the way, she made goal at Khancoban airstrip 
126.8 kms away 

Not only was this further than the official World Women's distance to 
goal record but also only Randy Haney of Canada and Jim Lee of the 
United States managed to record faster times than her that day 

The other deciding factor was of course the superb handling of the Foil 
that she enjoyed throughout the competition. 

1/189 PARKES ST HELENSBURGH 2508 


